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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The examiner acl<nowledges tine receipt tine appeal brief filed May 25, 201 0. 
Claims 1-17, 36-38 have been cancelled. Claims 18-35, 39-41 are pending. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given In a telephone interview 
with attorney James E. Piotrowski (Registration No. 43,860) on June 8, 2010. 

3. Cancel claim 19. 

4. Claim 18 (line 7), insert ", wherein the synthetic organic polymer particles have a 
diameter (d50) of 0.03 to 0.5 |jnn " after the recitation "20:1". 

5. Specification (page 1 ), insert the following paragraph after the title. 

This application is a Divisional Application of U.S. Ser. No. 09/869,467, filed June 28, 
2001, now US Patent 6,727,305, which is a national stage application under 35 U.S.C. 
§371 of International Application PCT/EP99/1 01 151, filed December 21, 1999 claiming 
priority under 35 U.S.C. § 199 to CL 3177198 filed December 30, 1998 and DE 199 03 
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801 .5 filed February 2, 1999, the entire contents of each application incorporated herein 
by reference. 

6. In view of the argument filed May 25, 201 0 and the examiner's amendment 
herein, the rejection of claims 18-35, 39-41 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kamiyama et al. (US 6,140,394) in view of the product literature of 
Hielscher- Ultrasound Technology, (http://www.hlelscher.com 
/ultrasonlcs/slze_reductlon_slllca_ 01 .htm). Is withdrawn. 



Allowances 

7. Claims 18, 20-35, 39-41 are allowed. 

8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As of the date of this office action, the examiner has not located or identified any 
reference that can be used singularly or In combination with another reference Including 
the closest prior art of Kamiyama et al. (US 6,140,394) to render the present invention 
anticipated or obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. Kamiyama et al. fail to teach the 
particle size characterized by diameter (d50) of 0.03 to 0.5 pm being claimed, and there 
is Inadequate motivation to Incorporate the teachings from the product literature of 
Hielscher - Ultrasound Technology Into Kamiyama et al. to obtain the Invention as 
claimed. 

In light of the above discussion. It Is evident as to why the present claims are 
patentable over the prior art. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, and to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William K. Cheung whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1097. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00AM to 
2:00PM; 4:00PM to 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David WU can be reached on (571) 272-1 114. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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